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Preface
Why are institutions so important for sustainable land use? It is not only because
institutions govern land and rental markets. Land ownership is one of the most
fundamental rights in a society, influencing decisions at the micro, local, regional,
and national levels. Power relations, state control of informal and formal rules and
the related income distribution often govern land ownership and land use rights.
The transfer of property rights to persons or organizations like firms or communities
is intended to encourage a more efficient use ofland, at least in situations where
efficiency plays an important role and societies search for minimizing resource and
transaction costs.
But which institutions contribute to sustainable land use, implying land use that
is in line with present and future requirements from ecological, economic and social
perspectives? This question is the core of this special issue. When analysing the
contribution of institutions to sustainable land use, it is useful to do this by analysing
and modelling these contributions under different institutional settings, thus allowing
comparative analysis. Such an analysis shows why and how institutions matter. These
are highly relevant issues in developed and developing countries, but in particular in
countries where the economic system is in transformation.
This special issue is linked to the Farewell Symposium 'Institutions in Agriculture'
(to be) held on 27 June 2008 in honour of Dr Louis Slangen (Agricultural Economics
and Rural Policy Group ofWageningen University). The themes 'Institutions' and
'Land Use' stood central in the activities of Slangen. Professor c.P. Veerman will chair
the symposium and in the scientific part, two papers are presented that will illustrate
the fascinating advances in research on institutions and land use. Research on
dynamics of institutional development is still in its infancy, not only theoretically but
even more in the empirical analysis.
This special issue is introduced by means of a paper that frames the ideas of the
research area and positions the individual papers within a theoretical framework
linked to New Institutional Economics. Ownership ofland but also institutional
arrangements with respect to land use and land rent are crucial concepts. Some papers
are more theoretical and conceptual, while other ones quantify the effects of different
institutional settings. The (guest) editors believe that this special issue provides an
interesting overview of the diversity of mechanisms in transfer of property rights and
governance ofland use in different societies. The theoretical concepts and empirical
analyses in this issue indicate how these mechanisms may contribute to more sustainable
land use.
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